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convert the whole world and never to stop in that work.
That Mussolini after all the Vatican has given up. to sup-
port him, should so disillusion the Pope, makes one
sympathise with the great difficulty of the Pope's position.
This blow has fallen at a moment when the Pope,
rallying from an almost mortal illness, has been confronted
with all the difficulties of the German situation. It has
long been considered in Germany to be a definite fact
that Mussolini was doing all In his power to influence
Hitler towards moderation in Church affairs, so that
when the Pope, while Mussolini was in Africa, suddenly
produced on March 2oth an encyclical attacking Hitler
and Nazi Germany, it brought about a serious crisis.
Mussolini, for this and other reasons, rushed back to
Rome. Hitler was supposed to be Mussolini's ally and
the Pope is supposed to be Mussolini's ally. If these two
are at last to come to an open quarrel, what is Mussolini
to do? One might say, what is the Pope to do, for he
must be the weakest of the trio, since, pressed by Germany
and pressed by the horrors of the Spanish civil war, the
Pope is in the more desperate plight. Still brave, as
befits the Alpinist he used to be, he is hurling what
thunders he can at Germany, and Mussolini felt it essential
to come back hastily to see what was happening in Rome,
Not only must the Duce watch the situation there, but
he must face the defeat of his troops in Spain, and Spain,
too, seems to be becoming every day more of a tragedy
for the Vatican.